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On June 25, 1951, CBS aired the first commercial color television show. Unfortunately, it was hardly seen, as most people only had black and white TVs. In 1950, there were two companies that were the first to create color TVs: CBS and RCA. When the FCC tested both systems, the CBS system was approved, while the RCA system failed to pass due to low image quality. With the FCC's approval on
October 11, 1950, CBS hoped manufacturers would start producing their new color TVs only to find nearly all of them resisting production. The more CBS pushed for production, the more hostile the manufacturers became. The CBS system didn't like it for three reasons. First, it was considered too expensive to do. Second, the image flashed. Third, since it was incompatible with black and white ensembles,
it would make obsolete the 8 million sets already owned by the public. RCA, on the other hand, was working on a system that would be compatible with black and white sets, they just needed more time to perfect their rotating disk technology. In an aggressive move, RCA sent 25,000 letters to television distributors condemning any of them that could sell CBS's incompatible and degraded televisions. RCA
also sued CBS, slowing down CBS's advance in selling color TVs. Meanwhile, CBS started Operation Rainbow, where it tried to popularize color television (preferably its own color televisions). The company placed color TVs in department stores and other places where large groups of people could gather. CBS also talked about making its own televisions, if it were to. It was RCA, however, that eventually
won the color TV war. By December 17, 1953, RCA had improved its system enough to gain FCC approval. This RCA system recorded a program in three colors (red, green and blue) and then these were transmitted to televisions. RCA also managed to minimize the bandwidth needed to transmit color programming. To prevent black and white ensembles from becoming obsolete, adapters were created
that could be attached to black and white sets to convert black and white color programming. These adapters allowed black and white sets to remain usable for decades. This first color program was a variety show simply called, Premiere. The show featured celebrities including Ed Sullivan, Garry Moore, Faye Emerson, Arthur Godfrey, Sam Levenson, Robert Alda and Isabel Bigley.m, many of whom
hosted their own shows in the decade. C of 1950. Although the colors were not entirely true to life, the first program was a success. Two Later, on June 27, 1951, CBS began broadcasting the first regularly scheduled color television series, The World Is Yours! with Ivan T. Sanderson. Sanderson was a Scottish naturalist who had spent most of his life traveling the world and collecting animals; thus, the
program featured Sanderson Sanderson artifacts and animals from their travels. The world is yours! broadcast on weekdays from 16:30 to 17:00 .m. On August 11, 1951, a month and a half after The World Is Yours! debuted, CBS broadcast the first color baseball game. The game was between the Brooklyn Dodgers and the Boston Braves at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn, New York: the Braves won, 8-4.
Despite these early successes with color programming, the adoption of color television was slow. It wasn't until the 1960s that audiences began buying real-colored TVs and in the 1970s, American audiences finally began buying more color TVs than black and white TVs. Interestingly, sales of new black and white TVs were prolonged even in the 1980s. A great TV theme song can tell you everything you
need to know about a show in less than a minute. Better yet, if you can sing a few lines at work the next day and everyone joins in, you know you're into something worth watching! Advertising content Written by Judy Hart Angelo and Gary Portnoy (and sung by him, too), this comforting melody evokes images of a place where lonely and stunned people can find a friend to lean on, where people can forget
about their problems for a while, and yes, where everyone knows their name. And that's exactly what Cheers did for 275 episodes from 1982 to 1993. Ad composer Sonny Curtis wrote and performed the empowering theme song for this trailblazing show about the female Lib and the unique life of spunky career wife Mary Richards. The opening sequence showed a fresh-faced Mary as she arrives in her
new town and throws her beret into the air of the sheer thrill of starting a new life. The original lyrics contemplated . . . you could only do it after all, but after the first season, when it was clear that Mary would be a success, the lyrics were changed to . . . you'll get it after all! The song, bubbly and upbeat, has even been covered by Joan Jett &amp; The Blackhearts and Sammy Davis, jr. Ad series creator
Sherwood Schwartz collaborated with composer Frank DeVol to come up with the much-repeated theme song describing what happens when a second marriage fuses two families and six children under one roof. The song alone is memorable, but so is the opening sequence, which divided the screen into nine square cases, one for each family member, including housewife Alice. On the left, we saw the
three daughters . . . They all had golden hair, like their mother. The youngest in curls. The right side introduced the three children, who with their father did . . . four men, living together. However, they were all alone. Who sang the song, you ask? The cast, of course! Posting All you have to do is listen to the theme song it's all there! But here it is in a coconut shell: Five passengers went on a sailing
expedition that was supposed to last only three hours, but there was a storm, and the S.S. Minnow was shipwrecked. The skipper, his goofy goofy and passengers set up a house on an island and made several futile attempts to be rescued. True Gilligan's Isle fans know there were two versions of the theme song, which was written by George Wyle and show creator Sherwood Schwartz. The first version
specifically mentions five of the cast members, then groups two other characters, referring to them like the rest. But Bob Denver (aka Gilligan) thought the song should be rewritten to include The Professor and Mary Ann. Denver may have played the doofus on camera, but he used his stellar power to get the same billing for his cast mates. He really was everyone's little friend. Announcement During the first
two seasons there was no theme song! Next, the show's creators William Hanna and Joseph Barbera wrote lyrics to a Hoyt Curtin tune. The show, which took place in the prehistoric town of Bedrock, was a parody of contemporary suburbs. There were no brakes on cars, only bare feet to slow things down. The cameras were primitive. And instead of a garbage disposal, people just kept a hungry reptile
under the sink. However, it was a yabba-dabba-doo time. A dabba-doo time. In fact, it was a . . . gay old time! An advertisement written and made by The Rembrandts, I'll Be There for You almost sums up the premise of these loyal friends who supported each other through the ups and downs of life. The intensely popular sitcom showed how funny it is to be in your twenties (over time thirties), single, and
live in New York City. Three boys and three girls formed a special bond as they joined in, sometimes dated each other, and always entertained audiences around the world. The song was not intended to be a full-length song, but eventually the band returned to the studio and recorded a longer version of the song, which topped the US charts and reached number two in the UK's Advertisement Longing for a
less complicated time, Those Were the Days was written by Charles Strouse and Lee Adams and was performed on the family piano by bigoted Archie Bunker blue collar and his key dingbat wife, Edith. In the show, which aired from 1971 to 1979, conservative Archie is forced to live with a liberal when his little goil Gloria and her husband, Michael, move in with the Bunkers. The resulting discussions shed
light on two sides of politics and earned Michael the nickname Meathead. Television advertising and film composer Vic Mizzy wrote the music and engaging lyrics that helped describe the creepy . . . Kooky . . . Mysterious... Spooky... and all together ooky Addams Family. The show takes a look at the strange family: Gómez and Morticia; their children, Pugsley and Wednesday; Cousin Itt; Uncle Fester; and
servants, Lurch and Thing.who live together in a mustard castle. The show lasted only two seasons, but lives in pop culture through reproductions, cartoons, animated, and video games. The announcement Bill Haley and his comets recorded a new version of their hit Rock Around the Clock for the show's theme song about the middle-class Cunningham family and their life in Milwaukee in the 1950s and
1960s. After two seasons, the song Theme to Happy Days, composed by Charles Fox and Norman Gimbel and performed by Truett Pratt and Jerry McClain, went from the show's closing song to the opener. The song was released as a single in 1976 and broke the top five on Billboard. The last season of the show featured a more modern version of the song directed by Bobby Avron, but was unpopular
with fans. Announcement of factory workers never had so much fun! Laverne and Shirley were two kooky girls who were introduced to television audiences on Happy Days and ended up with their own hit show. They got into all sorts of problems, but it always made you look funny. The upbeat theme song was written by Charles Fox and Norman Gimbel and sung by Cyndi Grecco. The lyrics were
empowering, but perhaps the most repeated line over the years was a mixture of Yiddish and German words: Schlemiel! Schlemazl, what are you doing? Hasenpfeffer Incorporated! Sesame Street was the first TV show to merge entertainment and learning for the preschool set and is largely responsible for children starting kindergarten knowing their cards, numbers and colors. The show, which airs in more
than 120 countries, has won more than 100 Emmy Awards, making it the most awarded TELEVISION series of all time. The cheerful and idyllic theme song was written by Joe Raposo, Jon Stone and Bruce Hart, but the singers are all children. Or at least they were when the show debuted in 1969! Here they come. . . . The four prefabricated originals, The Monkees were a mix of Zany actors and musicians
cast as a rock band for the 1960s TV show of the same name. Theme from The Monkees was written by Bobby Hart and Tommy Boyce, and once the band members were cast, they recorded the song. The band were so successful that they went on tour and three of their songs reached number one in the US charts. The show only lasted two seasons, but The Monkees are now best known for their
musical success and occasionally reunite for reunion tours. When The Andy Griffith Show debuted in 1960, Sheriff Andy Taylor became one of the first single parents on television when his wife died and let him raise their young son, Opie, in the small town of Mayberry. Aunt Bea came to town to help her, and MP Barney Fife helped keep small-town crime at bay. The result was an endearing slice of
Americana that still lives in syndication. The theme song of it was written by Earle Hagen and Herbert Spencer and is memorable, but not for the lyrics – there isn't one! The melody is carried by a lonely whistle (Hagen) and accompanies images of Andy and Opie heading together for some quality fishing time. The Love Boat was just one of producer Aaron Spelling's offerings that dominated TVs in the
1970s and 1980s. Love was definitely exciting and i every week when the Cruise Pacific Princess set sail with a new set of passengers and a new set of challenges! Paul Williams and Charles Fox wrote the theme song, and for the first eight years, Jack Jones provided the vocals, but in 1985 Dionne Warwick recorded his version for the show. With lyrics like Setting a Course for Adventure, your mind on a
new romance . . . people are stuck all over the Pacific coast. When Hillbilly Jed Clampett hit the oil while hunting on his land, he filled his family and moved where the other wealthy people lived - Beverly Hills, California, of course! Her beautiful and usually barefoot daughter, Elly May, attracted much attention as she did almost everything about the Clampett family. Series creator Paul Henning wrote Jed
Clampett's Ballad, which was performed by bluegrass musicians Flatt and Scruggs. After the show debuted in 1962, the song reached number 44 on the pop charts and all the way to number one in the country charts. One of the most popular TV shows ever produced, I Love Lucy starred in Lucille Ball as Lucy Ricardo and Desi Arnaz as her husband, Cuban bandlead Ricky. Lucy and her reluctant neighbor
and best friend, Ethel Mertz, were always involved in one scheme or another during the six-year career of this classic. The theme song of the show, written by Harold Adamson and Eliot Daniel, is more recognizable in its instrumental version, but the song has lyrics. During a 1953 episode in which Lucy believes everyone has forgotten her birthday, Ricky croons I love Lucy, and she loves me. We are as
happy as two can be . . . Set in the late 1960s and early 1970s, The Wonder Years recounted the life of teenager Kevin Arnold as he grows up in suburbs in a middle-class family during this turbulent time. During the opening credits, the theme song, A Little Help from My Friends, plays alongside Kevin's Home Movies and his family and friends. Barely recognizable as the classic Beatles melody, Joe
Cocker's cover of the song is much slower and in a different key, but was loved by the fab four. In this family drama, the Pryor family confronts the social and political themes of the 1960s, while teenager Meg Pryor and her friend Roxanne are regular dancers at American Bandstand, which puts the show on the soundtrack of the 1960s. The theme song, Generation, written and performed by Tonic's
Emerson Hart, takes listeners to a time when life was much simpler and safer. With lyrics like we just want to dance all night . . . And... This might be the only time around. . , the song inspired an attitude to take advantage of the day. The show had an extremely loyal fan base, but bad time slots assigned by NBC resulted in ratings, and the show was unexpectedly axed after the third season of cliffhanger,
which left fans disappointed and yearning for more. COLLABORATING WRITERS CONTRIBUTORS: Helen Davies, Marjorie Dorfman, Mary Fons, Deborah Hawkins, Martin Martin Linnea Lundgren, David Priess, Julia Clark Robinson, Paul Seaburn, Heidi Stevens i Steve Theunissen Theunissen
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